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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 6.  Expert  Detect ives 

 

 

 

 

Myst erious Mr Nath 

Nishad and his 10 year  old sist er  Maya has always been inquisit ive about  t heir  neighbour  

Mr  Nat h. One day t heir  mar bles went  inside his house and Nishad got  a chance t o cat ch a 

glimpse of  Mr  Nat h. To Nishad he appear ed t o be a cr ook r unning away f r om t he cops. He had a 

bad scar  on his f ace and didn’t  have any f r iends. But  Mr  Nat h is a pat ient  t o t heir  mot her  who 

is a doct or  by pr of ession. Their  mot her  has t old t hem t hat  he is a polit e man. Nishad is also 

called Seven because his name meant  t he sevent h not e on t he musical scale. 

 

Sof t  Hearted Nishad 

   The t wo childr en wer e busy discussing t heir  myst er ious neighbour . They ar gued about  

his f inancial wealt h, how he manages his f ood and so on. Nishad t hinks t hat  he is poor  and 

doesn’t  have much money while Maya believes t hat  he has got  a lot  of  it  and has kept  it  hidden 

somewher e in his r oom. Then, it  was Mr  Nat h’s scar  t hat  bot her ed t he childr en. They t hought  

t hat  he might  have got  dur ing a shoot -out  wit h t he police. On t heir  mot her ’s bir t hday, Nishad 

went  along her  t o t he clinic. He happened t o see Mr  Nat h t her e. 

           He was wor r ied seeing Mr  Nat h’s gaunt  appear ance. The evening Nishad went  t o his place 

and gave a bar  of  chocolat e t o Mr  Nat h. Nishad bef r iended Ramesh, t he boy who used t o br ing 

f ood f or  Mr  Nat h f r om a near by r est aur ant .  Ramesh inf or med his t hat  Mr  Nat h had t wo meals 

a day and t ea in mor ning and evening. His meal was t he same ever y day and always used t o pay in 

cash and t ips as well. 

           He br ings t wo lunches in Sunday and it  is t he same visit or  he f ind t her e. The visit or  was 

a t all, st out  and spect acled man who t alks a lot  while Mr  Nat h is quiet  per son. The childr en wer e 

t hr illed and t hey wer e discussing t he possibilit ies of  Mr  Nat h being a cr ook. 

 

 

 

 

SOUL OF THE CHAPTER 
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NCERT FOLDER 

Maya’s Fact s 

            Their  school opened af t er  t he summer  holiday t he next  day but  t hey could not  at t end it  

because of  heavy r ains. Nishad was busy r eading his comics when Maya inf or med what  she had 

done. She had made a not e of  ever yt hing t hey knew about  Mr  Nat h calling t hem ‘f act s’ and gave 

a number  t o each one of  t hem.Nishad disagr eed wit h Maya f or  calling Mr  Nat h a cr iminal. 

           He f elt  bad f or  him f or  having no f r iends while Maya t hought  t hat  t he visit or  who comes 

t o his place on Sunday may be his par t ner  who knows all his secr et s and may be t he loot  as well. 

Bot h t he childr en had an ar gument  and Nishad was upset  wit h Maya f or  calling Mr  Nat h a cr ook. 

Nishad was int er est ed only in f inding out  why Mr  Nat h was so t hin and a loner . He want ed t o be 

his f r iend and Maya’s t heor ies didn’t  have any impact  on Seven. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  did Nishad gave Mr Nath? Why? 

 Nishad gave Mr  Nat h a bar  of  chocolat e because he concluded f r om Mr  Nat h’s lean 

t hin appear ance t hat  he was st ar ving. 

2.  What  is ‘st range’ about  Mr Nath’s Sundays? 

 Ever y Sunday Mr  Nat h used t o have t he same visit or  at  t his home and t he t wo used 

t o have lunch t oget her . 

3.  Why did Nishad and Maya get  a holiday? 

 I t  was r aining heavily and t he st r eet s wer e f looded wit h t he downpour . The t r af f ic 

was blocked and childr en got  a holiday because of  all t his. 
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1.  What  does Nishad f ind out  about  Mr Nath f rom Ramesh? 

Arrange t he inf ormat ion as suggest ed below.  

  What  he eat s                          When he eat s 

  What  he drinks and when      How he pays 

 Mr  Nat h used t o eat  t wo chapat t is, some dal and a veget able. 

 He used t o eat s in t he mor ning and evening.  

 He used t o dr ink t ea in mor ning and af t er noon. 

 He used t o pay in cash and also used t o give t ips t o Ramesh. 

 

2.  Why does Maya t hink Mr Nath is a crook? Who does she say the Sunday visit or is? 

 Maya t hinks t hat  Mr  Nat h is a cr ook because he doesn’t  t alk t o anyone and has no 

f r iends. She believes t hat  his scar s ar e r esult  of  shoot -out  wit h police. 

He doesn’t  wor k anywher e and sit s at  home all t he day and t her e ar e no visit or s at  his 

place except  t he Sunday mor ning guest . 

He is not  bot her ed about  his meals and pays t he money in cash. She t hinks t hat  t he 

Sunday visit or  is his par t ner  in t he cr ime. He keeps t he money f r om t he look and comes 

t o give Mr  Nat h his shar e. 

 

3.  Does Nishad agree with Maya about  Mr Nat h? 

How does he f eel about  him? 

 No, Nishad doesn’t  agr ee wit h Maya about  Mr  Nat h. He f eels bad f or  Mr  Nat h 

because he t hinks t hat  he is a poor  and lonely man. 

He also f eels t hat  he is a gener ous man because he gives t ips t o Ramesh r egular ly. He is 

det er mined t o f ind why he is so t hin and lonely. 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKI NG WI TH THE TEXT 
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1.  The word ‘t ip’ has only t hree let t ers but  many meanings.  

Match the word with it s meaning below.  

(i) Finger t ips- be about  t o say somet hing 

(ii) The t ip of  your nose- make the boat  overt urn 

(iii) Tip the wat er out  of  the bucket - the ends of  one’s f ingers 

(iv) Have something on the t ip of  your t ongue- give a rupee t o him,  t o thank him 

(v) Tip the boat  over- empt y a bucket  by t ilt ing it  

(vi) Tip him a rupee- t he point ed end of  your nose 

(vii) The t ip of  the bat - if  you t ake this advice 

(viii) The police were t ipped of f - t he bat  light ly t ouched the ball 

(ix) I f  you t ake my t ip- the end of  t he bat  

(x) The bat  t ipped t he ball- the police were t old or warned 

(i) Finger  t ips-t he ends of  one’s f inger s 

(ii) The t ip of  your  nose-t he point ed end of  your  nose 

(iii) Tip t he wat er  out  of  t he bucket -empt y a bucket  by t ilt ing it  

(iv) Have somet hing on t he t ip of  your  t ongue-be about  t o say somet hing 

(v) Tip t he boat  over -make t he boat  over t ur n 

(vi) Tip him a r upee-give a r upee t o him t o t hank him 

(vii) The t ip of  t he bat -t he end of  t he bat  

(viii) The police wer e t ipped of f -t he police wer e t old or  war ned 

(ix) I f  you t ake my t ip-if  you t ake my advice 

(x) The bat  t ipped t he ball-t he bat  light ly t ouched t he ball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKI NG WI TH LANGUAGE 
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2.  The words helper,  companion,  part ner  and accomplice have very similar meaning,  but  

each word is t ypically used in certain phrases.  Can you f ill in the blanks below wit h 

t he most  commonly used words? A dict ionary may help you.  

(i) Business……………………………………. 

(ii) My…………………………on the j ourney.  

(iii) I ’m mot her’s lit t le……………………. 

(iv) A f aithf ul…………………………………. . such as dog.  

(v) The t hief ’s…………………………….  

(vi) Find a good…………………………………….  

(vii) Tennis/ golf / bridge…………………………. 

(viii) His…………………………in his criminal act ivit ies.  

        (i) par t ner             (ii) companion 

        (iii) helper             (iv) companion 

        (v)  accomplice      (vi) helper  

        (vii) par t ner          (viii) accomplice 

3.  Now let  us look at  t he uses of  the word break.  Mat ch t he word wit h it s meanings 

below.  Try t o f ind out  at  least  t hree other ways in which t o use t he word.  

(i) The st orm broke- could not  speak; was t oo sad t o speak 

(ii) Daybreak- t his kind of  weather ended 

(iii) His voice is beginning t o break- it  began or burst  int o act ivit y 

(iv) Her voice broke and she cried- the beginning of  daylight  

(v) The heat  wave broke- changing as t he grows up 

(vi) Broke the bad news- end it  by making the workers submit  

(vii) Break a st rike- gent ly t old someone t he bad news 

(viii) (f ind your own expression.  Give it s meaning here) 

(i) The st or m br oke-t his kind of  weat her  ended  

(ii) Daybr eak-t he beginning of  daylight  

(iii) His voice is beginning t o br eak-changing as he gr ows up 

(iv) Her  voice br oke and she cr ied-could not  speak, was t oo sad t o speak 

(v) The heat  wave br oke-it  began or  bur st  int o act ivit y 

(vi) Br oke t he bad news-gent ly t old someone t he bad news 

(vii) Br eak a st r ike-end it  by making t he wor ker s submit  

(viii) Br eakdown-a machine f ailur e 
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1.  Play detect ives wit h each ot her.  Find a person in your class (or some other 

acquaintance)t o speak t o.  Find out  the answers t o t he quest ions given below.  Be 

caref ul t o ask your quest ions in a polit e and inof f ensive way.  Do not  f orce the 

person t o answer you.  Then allow the person ask you t he same quest ion.  

(i) Name? 

(ii) What  newspaper or magazine does the person rea? 

(iii) How long has t he person lived at  t he current  address? 

(iv) What  does she/ he do during the day,  i. e.  the daily rout ine? 

(v) What  do neighbours and f riends say about  t he person? 

(vi) Who are his/ her visit ors and what  are his/ her eat ing habit s? (You can ask a 

f ew ot her quest ions about  this) 

(vii) What  do you think about  t he person? 

 Please t r y it  your self . 

 

 

1.  Who do you think Mr Nat h is? Write a paragraph or t wo about  him.  

  Mr  Nat h is a lean and t hin per son. He might  have met  wit h some ser ious accident  

wit h f ir e which has r esult ed in many scar s on his f ace. People ar e scar ed about  him f or  

t hose scar s which give his f ace an ugly impr ession. 

He r ealises t he same and t hat  is why he pr ef er s living along and avoids going out . He 

t alks less, but  is a well-manner ed per son and is polit e t owar ds ever yone. 

He is r egular ly consult ing Maya and Nishad’s mot her , who is a doct or . May be he is not  

keeping well and t hat  could be t he r eason behind his gaunt  appear ance. 

He has a br ot her  who visit s him ever y Sunday t o f ind out  about  his healt h. Mr  Nishad is 

not  much int er est ed about  nit t y-gr it t y’s of  lif e and pr ef er  eat ing same simple f ood daily. 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKI NG 

WRI TI NG 
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2.  What  else do you think Nishad and Maya will f ind out  about  him? How? Will t hey 

ever be f riends?  Think about  t hese quest ions and writ e a paragraph or t wo t o 

cont inue the st ory.  

  Nishad and Maya would have f ound out  t hat  t he Sunday visit or  is Mr  Nat h’s br ot her . Mr  

Nat h used t o wor k f or  a big pr ivat e company and has lef t  t he j ob f or  while because he was 

not  keeping well. 

He is suf f er ing f r om some liver  ailment  and will be under going a sur ger y soon. 

Nishad succeeds in bef r iending him and goes t o his house ever y evening t o play wit h him. He 

f inds Mr  Nat h a car ing and loving per son. 

He becomes a f r equent  visit or  t o his place. Maya r egr et s about  her  ear lier  t hought s 

about  Mr  Nat h. 

She f eels sor r y about  it . Nishad t akes her  along one day and t he t hey all become f r iends. 

3.  Conduct ing a Survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St ep I  Study t he f ollowing quest ionnaire and discuss t he point s in small groups.  

 

A home is a place where                          Yes        No        Don’t  know 

      You f eel secur e and happy 

      You can be alone 

      You can keep all your  t hings. 

      You can br ing up a f amily. 

      You can invit e f r iends/ r elat ives. 

      You can make a noise if  you want  t o. 

      You can do what ever  you like. 

      You ar e at  peace. 

      You can look af t er  your  par ent s. 

     You r eceive and give love. 
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CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

St ep I I  Collect  inf or mat ion. Cont act  people in t he school/ your  localit y and put  t hese quest ions 

 t o t hem. Tick Mar k ( √ ) t heir  answer s in t he r elevant  column. 

St ep I I I  Analyse the result s in the group by asking.  

  How many people t hink t hat  home is place wher e you f ell secur e and happy? 

  How many people t hink t hat  a home isn’t  a place wher e you f eel secur e and happy? 

  How many don’t  know about  it ? 

St ep I V Present  a brief  oral report  on t he result  of  your survey.  Use phrases such as 

 f ollowing 

  Most  people think t hat …. .  

 Few people think that ……………. .  

 Hardly anyone t hinks t hat ……. .  

  No one t hinks t hat ………….  

  Tr y it  your self . 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why Maya called Nishad Seven? 

  Nishad’s name meant  t he sevent h not e on t he musical scale, so Maya called him 

seven. 

2.  Name t he narrat or in t he lesson ‘Expert  Detect ives. ’ 

  Maya is t he nar r at or  in t he lesson ‘Exper t  Det ect ives.’ 

3.  According t o Maya what  was t he cause behind Mr Nat h’s scars? 

  Accor ding t o Maya, Mr  Nat h would have got  his scar s in a shoot -out  wit h t he 

police. 

4.  What  did Mr Nat h t hought  Nishad had come t o his place t he second t ime f or? 

  Mr  Nat h t hought  Nishad had again come t o his place in sear ch of  his mar bles. 

5.  How was Nishad spending his unexpect ed holiday? 

  Nishad was lying on his bed and r eading a comic book on his unexpect ed holiday. 

 

 

VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE 

QUESTI ONS 
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6.  What  was the condit ion on which Nishad said he will cooperat e wit h Maya? 

 Nishad said he will cooper at e wit h Maya only if  she will st op calling Mr  Nat h an 

escaped cr ook. 

 

 

1.  What  made Nishad t urn sympathet ic t owards Mr Nath? 

  Nishad t ur ned sympat het ic t owar ds Mr  Nat h seeing his gaunt  appear ance. His 

at t it ude changed f ur t her  when he came t o know t hat  he used t o give r egular  t ips t o 

Ramesh f or  br inging his f ood. Then he also r emember ed his mot her ’s wor ds t hat                

Mr  Nat h was a polit e man. 

2.  Give a brief  descript ion about  Mr Nath’s visit or.  

  Mr  Nat h used t o have a visit or  on ever y Sunday. He was a spect acled t all, f air  

and st out  man. Ramesh f ound him t alking a lot . He used t o give company t o Mr  Nat h f or  

lunch dur ing his visit s. 

3.  What  was Maya doing on her unexpect ed holiday? 

  On her  unexpect ed holiday, Maya assigned her self  t he t ask of  solving t he 

myst er y of  Mr  Nat h. She was busy not ing down all t he available f act s about  Mr  Nat h. 

She t hen shar ed wit h his br ot her s and asked f or  his opinion. 

4.  What  did Maya think about  Mr Nat h’s visit or? 

  Maya t hought  t hat  Mr  Nat h’s visit or  was his accomplice in his cr imes. She 

believed t hat  he kept  all t he loot  wit h him and used t o come now and t hen t o give his 

par t ner  his shar e so t hat  he could manage his expenses. 

 

 

1.  Describe Nishad as a child.  

  Nishad as a child was kind and consider at e. He kept  in mind all t he good t hings 

his mot her  and Ramesh t old him about  Mr  Nat h and f or med his opinion based on t hem. 

He was upset  wit h Mr  Nat h being so lean and t hin. He t hought  t hat  t he man might  be 

st ar ving so he went  t o his place and gave him a bar  of  chocolat e. 

He r ef used calling him a cr ook even af t er  being insist ed sever al t imes by his 

sist er  and decided t o bef r iend him because he liked him. 

 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTI ONS 

 LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTI ONS 
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2.  What  all f act s Maya collected about  Mr Nath? 

Ans:  Maya collect ed t he f ollowing f act s  

His name was Mr  Nat h and t hey must  f ind out  his f ir st  name. Ot her  t enant s at  

Shankar  House called him mad, st r ange and unf r iendly. 

He didn’t  speak wit h anyone and lacked manner s. He never  r eceived any let t er s 

and has been living as t enant  in Room No 10 in Shankar  House. He didn’t  use t o wor k 

anywher e and was at  his r oom t he whole day. All t he kids and some of  t he gr own up 

people  in Shankar  House wer e scar ed of  him. 

He had no visit or s except  t he same man on ever y Sunday.  Ramesh used t o get  his 

f ood f r om t he r est aur ant  downst air s and Mr  Nat h was not  much bot her ed about  it .  He 

used t o pay him immediat ely and also used t o give t ips. 

 

 

 

1.  Nishad decides t o t rust  Mr Nat h.  Do you t hink we should t rust  ot hers,  why so? 

  We should t r ust  ot her s. We should not  doubt  people ar ound us unless t her e is a 

st r ong r eason f or  it . People might  be behaving in a way which might  appear  st r ange t o us, 

but  t hey might  be t r ying t o hide t heir  pains and gr ief  t hough t hat . 

We should not  make j udgement  about  t hem people wit hout  pr oper ly knowing about  t hem. 

Tr ust  is t he f ir st  st ep t owar ds making any r elat ion. We should have t r ust  on our  f r iends 

and f amily member s. 

 

2.  We should be f riends t owards our neighbours.  Why so? 

  Our  neighbour s live near  our  homes. We meet  t hem daily. They come t o our  help 

dur ing bad t imes and in good t imes. We shar e our  j oys wit h t hem. We become f r iends 

wit h our  neighbour s who ar e of  our  age. We play wit h t hem and shar e our  t hings wit h 

t hem. We should be f r iend wit h t hem and cooper at ive t owar ds t hem. 

I t  is t he r esponsibilit y of  ever y human being t o be good t owar ds societ y. We 

should be good t owar ds our  neighbour s and must  help t hem in t ime of  t heir  needs. 

 

 

 

VALUED BASED QUESTI ONS 
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EXTRACT BASED QUESTI ONS 

 

 

 

Dir ect ions (Q.Nos. 1-6) r ead t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions. 

“He can’t  be poor  if  he’s cr ook on t he r un,” I  t old him. “He’s pr obably got  millions of  

r upees st ashed away somewher e in t hat  r oom.” “Do you r eally t hink he’s cr iminal, Maya? He 

doesn’t  look like one,” Nishad looked doubt f ully. 

“of  cour se he’s one, Seven,” I  said “and he cer t ainly isn’t  st ar ving. Mr  Meht a t old us t hat  

Ramesh br ings his meal up f r om t he r est aur ant  downst air s”. 

1.  Name t he speaker in the above lines.  

 Maya is t he speaker  in t he above lines. 

2.  Who is being ref erred as ‘crook’ in the above lines? 

 Mr  Nat h has been r ef er r ed as a cr ook in t he above lines. 

3.  Where the speaker believed t he person has got  so much money f rom? 

  Maya t hought  t hat  Mr  Nat h would have ear ned a lot  of  money f r om his illegal 

act ivit ies. 

4.  Who has been ref erred as ‘Seven’ in t he above lines? 

(a) Maya          (b) Nishad           (c) Mr Nath        (d) Ramesh 

 (b) Nishad 

5.  Why does the speaker t hink that  the man is st arving? 

(a) He doesn’t  have money 

(b) He doesn’t  go out  of  his house 

(c) He is very lean and t hin 

(d) He only eat s t wo t imes a day 

 (c) He is ver y lean and t hin. 

6.  Find a word f rom t he above lines that  is synonym of  ‘hide’.  

(a) St ash      (b) On Run     (C) Starving     (d) Secret  

 (a) St ash 

 

 

EXTRACT - 1 
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Dir ect ions (Q. Nos. 1-6) Read t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions. 

   When t hey r et ur ned, Nishad t old me he’d been t o see Mr  Nat h and I  f elt  most  annoyed 

t hat  I  hadn’t  been t her e. Seven had been quit e upset  about  Mr  Nat h’s gaunt  appear ance and 

was sur e t hat  he was st ar ving.  

He t old me t hat  he knocked loudly on Mr  Nat h’s door  t hat  evening and said, ”Open t he door  

quickly, Mr  Nat h.” 

1.  Who has been ref erred as ‘t hey’ in the above lines? 

 Nishad and his mot her  have been r ef er r ed as ‘t hey’ in t he above lines. 

2.  Where ’t hey’ have been? 

 They have been t o Nishad’s mot her ’s clinic. 

3.  Why Maya didn’t  go t here? 

  Maya was spending her  evening wit h a school f r iend so, she didn’t  go t her e. 

4.  Why Nishad went  t o Mr nath’s place f or? 

(a) To look f or his marbles.  

(b) To look in the t runk in his room.  

(c) To give him a bar of  chocolat e.  

(d) To bef riend with him.  

  (c) To give him a bar  of  chocolat e. 

5.  Find one word f rom the above lines which is ant onym of  ‘f at ’ 

(a) St arved 

(b) Haggard 

(c) Gaunt  

(d) Lean 

Bot h ‘c’ and ‘ d’ 

6.  What  was Nishad’s  react ions af t er ret urning f rom Mr Nat h’s place? 

(a) He was pleased f or being t here 

(b) He didn’t  give any react ion 

(c) He was disappointed f or not  being invit ed in  

(d) He was t hrilled f or being able t o look int o the t runk 

(c) He was disappoint ed f or  not  being invit ed in. 

 

EXTRACT -  2 


